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The political turmoil that divided Valleyview four years ago has disappeared. 
 

A visit to Village Hall today would show no evidence of the uproar that often 
pitted neighbors against one another in raucous gatherings that lasted hours into 
the night.  

These days, only three or four people show up for council meetings. During 
the controversial period of the previous regime, more than 75 people would come 
ready to argue with officials; some spectators would spill outside the front door 
on Richardson Avenue.  

And the Nov. 8 ballot has only three candidates for four seats. 
 

Things have changed dramatically since 2001. 
 

That year, 11 battled for four spots on the fall ballot. 
 

The four winners had appeared on posters together calling for 
"accountability." The most vocal of the four was Irene White, determined to oust 
longtime Mayor Mike Russolillo.  

After White was elected along with C. Dennis Eaddy, Raylene Graves and 
Jack Morgan, Russolillo resigned and moved out.  

But the four soon started to argue with one another. 
 

Eaddy resigned in 2002, followed by Morgan in 2003. Graves, who ascended 
to mayor to replace Russolillo, didn’t seek re-election that year after she 
unsuccessfully attempted to fire the police chief. Graves, along with other 
officials, then eliminated the police department, citing a lack of funds.  

White moved to West Virginia last year to be close to her family. 
 

As Councilman Paul Parrish reflects on that period, he thinks things have calmed down partly because officials have 
become more responsive.  

And the police department is back, albeit in a smaller version. Longtime Officer John Chapman was hired as chief 
and supervises three paid officers.  

Valleyview also has nine auxiliary officers who will be considered for paid positions after completing six months of 
duty.  

Although Parrish often disagreed with White, he credits her for speaking up to "bring some issues to the forefront." 
Parrish insists that her departure from town is not the only reason for the serenity.  

"Things are being addressed," he said. 
 

The large issues are gone. 
 

"It’s down to more personal issues, such as, ‘My neighbor’s dog is barking,’ " Parrish said. 
 

Resident Craig Smith, who frequently went to council meetings to protest the previous leadership, said there seems to 

TOM DODGE | DISPATCH 

Valleyview Police Chief John 
Chapman’s force includes three 
paid officers and nine auxiliary 
officers. 
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be little reason for anyone to show up these days. 
 

"The last administration didn’t want police, didn’t want to repair streets," Smith said. 
 

He praised Mayor Tom Watkins, who defeated Morgan and White in a three-way race in November 2003. 
 

"They’re putting people in power that actually care," Smith said. "It’s back to how it used to be in the old days. You 
look out your window and see a cruiser every 20 minutes."  

The only one remaining from the previous regime is Morgan, who returned to council by appointment to fill a 
vacancy.  

Morgan is not seeking re-election, to the satisfaction of resident John Hellwege, who used to videotape the meetings. 
 

Hellwege, however, laments that the council will lose Parrish, who also is not seeking re-election to devote time to his 
first child.  

That means incumbents Ronald Hays II and Marzia Helton and newcomer Ann Marks have no competition. A 
member will have to be appointed next year to fill the fourth opening on the six-member council.  

"When you don’t have enough candidates, you know things must be getting pretty good," Hellwege said. 
 

Graves said she was tempted to become the fourth candidate but is sick of politics. She, nonetheless, is not satisfied 
with how the government is being run and contends that the police do not patrol enough.  

The mayor said the village is looking to move forward. 
 

"Our biggest goal is to get residents to just come out to a council meeting," Watkins said. "Obviously, they’re 
comfortable."  
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