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History: Arapahoe County’s fi rst community fair was held in Littleton 
in 1906, usually in an available parking lot before moving to Bega Park in 
downtown Littleton in the mid 1940s. The Fairgrounds were eventually 
re-established on approximately 40 acres at Belleview and Windermere, 
although this site closed in 1985 and was the last offi cial permanent site of 
the Arapahoe County Fair-until now.

Vision: Our vision is to develop a Fairgrounds and Regional Park that 
includes year-round access to open space and multi-purpose buildings for use 

by County residents. 

Future Arapahoe County Fairgrounds and Regional Park: The 
proposed permanent Arapahoe County Fairgrounds will be a multi-use 
property, home to a variety of uses including: natural resources and wildlife 
education, urban forestry, water quality education, agriculture and small 
acreage management, consumer and family education, fi nancial management, 
nutrition education, horticulture, landscape and gardening education, 4-H 
Club meetings/activities, school fi eld trips, graduations, science fairs, rodeos, 

concerts, theater, heritage arts and community youth programs. 

The grounds also will be used 
by the community as a Regional 
Park for its bike, equestrian and 
pedestrian trails, Open Space and 
Natural Preserve areas, outdoor 
education including Youth Clubs, 
Schools, Scouts, exhibitions, 
conferences and meetings, 
community training, and pet, 
antique and trade shows.

Project Development: The project will have 6 phases, and depending on 
funding, it may take 5 to 10 years to complete:

• Phase 1 - Site infrastructure, livestock building, initial landscaping
• Phase 2 - Exhibit building
• Phase 3 - Maintenance building
• Phase 4 - Outdoor arena and horse barn
• Phase 5 - Indoor arena
• Phase 6 - CSU Extension offi ce



Brief history of 
proposal development: 

• Late 1990s—Arapahoe County Board of County Commissioners, 
Arapahoe County Fair Committee and several communities set 
aside money from the Conservation Trust Fund for a new County 
Fairgrounds and Regional Park. 

• 1999—Arapahoe County purchases the property through a tax lien 
sale.

• May 2001—a new proposal presented by the Cooperative Extension 
Offi ce offers an economical way to provide a new Fairgrounds site.

• April 2002—after extensive Master Planning by Norris Dullea, the 
Board of County Commissioners authorize staff to move forward 
on the Architectural and Engineering design of Phase 1.

• 2003—Work begins on research, negotiation and planning for 
water rights, utilities, location and extent, drainage, architecture, 
engineering studies, construction bids, team building, and funding.

• September 2004—the Board of County Commissioners approve 
moving forward on developing the site’s infrastructure for 2005/6.

• November 10, 2004—offi cial sign raising ceremony marks the new 
future home of the Arapahoe County Fairgrounds and Regional 
Park.

Investment and funding: The projected cost to complete Phase 1 
is an estimated $8-10 million. The Arapahoe County Board of County 
Commissioners, past and present, with various sponsors and stakeholders 
— including Colorado State University Cooperative Extension staff, county 
staff and administrators, the Arapahoe County Fair Committee, Arapahoe 
Park, 4-H families, volunteers, youth and community groups — have 
contributed approximately $4.5 million toward the new Fairgrounds.

Possible funding sources to complete all phases of development and 
construction may include public dollars from sources including the 
Conservation Trust Fund, Open Space tax funds, local, state and federal 
grants, and private investment from local donors, foundations, businesses, 
event sponsors, advertisers, families, individuals and community groups.

There are a couple of 

ways to invest in your 

local fairgrounds, 

including joining the 

Arapahoe County Fair 

Planning Committee, 

or making a donation. 

All donations are tax 

deductible and should be 

sent to:

Arapahoe County 

Foundation, Inc.

1690 W. Littleton Blvd.

Littleton, CO 80120-5707

Arapahoe County 

Foundation, Inc., is a 

Colorado Non-Profi t 

Corporation, 501(c)3 

EIN:  74-2373935, 

FFN:  750109729

And, sign up to be on 

our distribution list for 

latest Fairground news, 

informational updates, 

invitations to future 

events, and opportunities 

to invest your time, 

talents or donations. For 

more information, please 

contact us at 

303-795-4522

How you can 
get involved:

Phase 1- Livestock Building

Nov. 2004


