
President’s Letter October 2009 

Dear Neighbors and Friends, 

This month I would like to talk about community and what that means. I believe that a neighborhood or 

community is not the houses, the parks, the businesses, or the schools. I believe that a neighborhood is 

the people and the relationships between those people. Today in many of our communities those 

relationships are broken. There was a time when neighbors knew each other and greeted each other. 

There was a time when neighbors looked out for each other and especially for the children. Today, many 

communities have lost that sense of community and no longer view themselves as being a part of 

something larger than themselves. As a result I believe that we have allowed some things to take place 

in our neighborhoods that are bad for the neighborhood and for those people who live there. 

When I was growing up we had a saying and I am sure it is probably older than that but it was, “If you 

don’t stand for something, you will fall for anything.” What do we stand for as a neighborhood and as a 

community? As we move forward with the many initiatives for making Manheim Park a greener, better 

neighborhood we need to have some principles or values that guide us in not only the decisions we make 

on the Green Team, but also in how we treat one another as neighbors. At the upcoming meeting on 

October 10
th

 I want to discuss and adopt a set of 10 values for our neighborhood. I believe these values 

will express to the world who Historic Manheim Park is and what we stand for as a neighborhood. I 

believe these values will provide us with a starting point and a goal for us to aspire to in order to become 

better neighbors and a better neighborhood. 

In the past year we have seen many positive changes occurring in Manheim Park and I hope we will see 

many more as we begin to actually start building and rehabbing houses and making other changes. 

However, if in doing all of these things we do not improve or foster a better sense of community in our 

neighborhood I believe that I will have failed as your President. There is much work for us to do and we 

must all be willing to do our share. If each one of us commits to doing just a little (a couple of hours a 

month) to improving our neighborhood we will be able to accomplish all that we envision a few months 

ago. 

I am happy to say that our Urban Renewal Application was approved by the city and we are now able to 

offer tax abatement for any home owner or certain businesses that make improvements to their property. 

I am also in discussions with a developer to turn Bancroft School into a senior housing unit with a 

community space for our neighborhood. I have attached a copy of those ten neighborhood values for you 

all to read and discuss. I look forward to seeing you all the next meeting where we will discuss these and 

other very important issues. 

 

Thank you, 

Rodney Knott 

Historic Manheim Park Association President 


