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	Subject:
	Madison Park Homeowners’ Association Meeting

	
	Date:
	Monday, July 9, 2012

	
	Time:
	7:30 p.m.

	
	Location:
	Wedgewood Baptist Church – Activity Center Annex –

	
	Presenters:

	
	Meeting Chair:  Martin Doss
	Attendee Count:

	
	Marty Garges, Center Director, Charlotte-Mecklenburg Senior Centers and assisted by Dean Fray and Jay Alexander
	18 members

3 speaker

1 CMPD officer

	http://www.neighborhoodlink.com/Madison_Park/home/

	


Welcome:  Meeting brought to order by Martin Doss, President at 7:30 pm

President Doss thanked everyone for coming and then turned the meeting over to our CMPD Community Service Officer Katie Schwartz who provided our monthly Crime Report covering the period from 06/12/2012 to 07/09/2012.
	Date
	Address
	Incident Type
	Clearance Status

	14 Jun
	5500 Wedgewood Dr 
	Residential B&E
	- back bedroom window entrance

- several items taken, i.e. camera, lap top,   etc., 

- time frame 8:00pm – 11:00pm

	21 Jun
	1200 Montford Dr
	Possession of Marijuana
	- officers received a tip from passerby that there was a suspicious vehicle parked on Montford.

- officers located the vehicle and driver was found to not have a driver’s license and was in possession of marijuana

	26 Jun
	500 Ebb Place
	Theft
	- resident made a report for a missing ring from the residence, possibly knows who took the ring

	29 Jun
	1200 Montford Dr
	Residential B&E
	- rear window smash

- time frame 8:15pm – 10:30pm

- lap top and TV’s taken

	30 Jun
	5300 Glenham Dr
	Residential B&E
	- rear window smash

- resident was out of town

- lap top and large TV taken


NOTE:  Addresses where reported crimes occurred are denoted in the “hundred block of” the street.
Officer Schwartz reported that three (3) residential burglaries in our neighborhood is unusual and that in each case a window had either been left unlocked, or broken to allow access to the residence and most happened in the evening hours.  Please report any suspicious vehicles in the neighborhood, as can be seen from the incident reported on the 21st of Jun police can and do respond, and take preventive measures.  Hopefully, these suspects now know to stay out of Madison Park.  Other than these incidents we had a good month.

· A resident asked about a report they had filed last week online concerning a window broken by a bee-bee gun.  Officer Schwartz indicated that the assigned investigator should have already contacted them, and that she would follow-up.

· Officer Schwartz reported on an incident at a gas station on Archdale where an elderly woman took money out of her purse to pay for gas, and when she turned her back to fill the tank a suspect stole money out of her purse which she had left on the front seat, and stole her car keys as well.  Do not leave items unattended in your unlocked vehicle even for a moment.

· Officer Schwartz indicated that she would be at the DNC on bicycle patrol 12 hours a day during the DNC.  She wanted to pass along to residents that the downtown area will be safe during the DNC.  She was asked about reports that individuals who are going downtown, or work downtown in the security zones will have to allow additional time for security checks.  She indicated that the current recommendation for individuals driving downtown to the inter security zones around Time Warner Arena is to allow an additional 2 hours.  For those using light rail allow one additional hour.  Asked if there is a website to go to a resident indicated that the Charlotte Host Committee has set up an official website that individuals can go to and sign up for alerts at: http://charlottein2012.com/
Speaker from the Tyvola Road Senior Center - Marty Garges, Center Director assisted by Dean Fray and Jay Alexander 
The Senior Center is located at 2225 Tyvola Rd, Marion Diehl Park, Charlotte, NC 28210, phone # 704-522-6222.  Hours of operation are from 8:00 am – 4:30 pm, Health Suite hours are 8:30 am - 4:00 pm, and the Senior Nutrition Program hours are 11:00 am – 1:00 pm, Monday thru Friday.  The Senior Center is intended for those 55 years of age or older; however, couples may participate as long as one of the two meets the age requirement.

They provided handouts to the group providing information on program highlights, calendars for both July and August, which included both free and fee programs.  There are fees for some programs, but they also offer a discount card, which can reduce fees.  The senior center also has a lunch program, run by Mecklenburg County that serves up to 150 a day, and averages 500 meals a week.

The Senior Center has an extensive exercise program with a full range of equipment and programs in the Health Suite.  They also have a UNC exercise physiology graduate assistant to work with participants in the mornings.  You can go exercise and have fun at the same time. 

The center also donates fans to those in need, and is always looking for donations and volunteers to help.  The center also provides computer classes, and lots of companionship.

Mecklenburg County leases the land to the Senior Center for a dollar a year.

Charlotte-Mecklenburg Senior Centers also have three (3) additional locations: North Mecklenburg Center, Shamrock Center, and West Side Services. 

You can get additional information about Senior Center programs at either: http://www.cmseniorcenters.org/tyvolaclasses.htm 

or 
http://www.cmseniorcenters.org/index.htm
Visit the Tyvola Senior Center at their booth at National Night Out on 8/7/12 for more information.  
Networking with other Charlotte Neighborhoods on how to do National Night Out

President Doss met with Dorothy Waddy the head of the West Blvd. Coalition to give her some ideas for their National Night Out on 6/12/12.   The meeting gave Madison Park an opportunity to share with other neighborhoods what we do. It provides an opportunity to network.  He also worked with a neighborhood person, Sandy Lail on June 18th, 2012,   from Rolling Oaks/Clearbrook Neighborhood Watch in the University area and gave them suggestions and tips on doing a National Night Out Event, and obtaining sponsors. 
Recycling Calendars are online this year.  Print from either the Black and White or color copy links

Black and white: http://charmeck.org/city/charlotte/SWS/CurbIt/Recycling/Documents/FY13%20Recycle%20It!%20Calendar%20BW.pdf
Color:

http://charmeck.org/city/charlotte/SWS/CurbIt/Recycling/Documents/FY13%20Recycle%20It!%20Calendar.pdf
If your roll cans need repairs such as a missing lid call 311 to report.  Repairs will be made, or the can swapped out if they can’t be repaired.  It’s been reported that some roll cans have missing lids in the community.  

Welcome National Night Out Sponsor Liberty Mutual Agent Jeremy Podjuban 

Please visit his personal website OR forward him to a friend that would like to get a quote:  Madison Park residents get a discount if you mention you live in Madison Park when you obtain a quote for auto or home. 

www.libertymutual.com/JeremyPodjuban
Jeremy Podjuban Sales Representative 

Auto, Home, Life, 401k rollovers – Licensed in North Carolina & South Carolina

Liberty Mutual Insurance Group

Suite 220

7401 Carmel Executive Park

Charlotte, NC 28226

Office: (704) 544-9789 ext. 08195 Cell: (704)302-6287
Fax: (704) 544-3970 

“Like” me on Facebook: www.facebook.com/LM.JeremyPodjuban
National Night Out 2012 Sponsors Contact us to join list! 

Liberty Mutual Agent - Jeremy Podjuban / NNO 2012 Sponsor 

CIEE National Night Out Sponsors 2012 

Queens University NNO 2012 Sponsor 

2012 NNO Sponsor Sausam Bakery & Mas Menos - Tienda Salvadorena 

Rent A Me USA National Night Out Sponsor 2012 

Sutton House Dilworth NNO 2012 Sponsor 

Target National Night Out Sponsor 2012 

Toppers Pizza 5033-f South Blvd. NNO 2012 Sponsor 

AUTOBELL Madison Park National Night Out Sponsor 2012 

Showmars National Night Out 2012 (Emerywood Location) 

YES: Your Event Source Madison Park National Night Out Sponsor 

Entertainment scheduled this year: 

· Analog Daze on the Wedgewood Drive Performance Area

· Valley Forge Drive Performance Area features The Morristown Brass Ensemble and Friends & the McCrorey YMCA Senior African Drummers.  
Please consider tipping our entertainers for donating their time to entertain our community.

Residents of Madison Park are free to invite family and friends to attend our National Night Out.  If you’re not a paid HOA member stop by one of two HOA tents, and consider joining your HOA for just $20.00.  If you decide not to join your tips in support of our event are appreciated, as this event cost thousands to produce each year.  The event starts at 6 PM on 8/7/12 on Fairbanks and goes until 9 PM.  Remember to be thoughtful of your neighbors, and be sure trash goes in appropriate trash containers.  If you would like to help the board members run this event send an e-mail to Madisonparkhoa@hotmail.com   We can use help with setting up from noon to 6 PM and running our food booths.  We also can use a few extra hands breaking down the event from 9 to 11 PM. 
Also remember to be extra careful on 8/7/12 for pedestrian traffic in the Wedgewood Drive, Fairbanks, Seacroft area.  To avoid the event area use Farmbrook and Londonderry when traveling South of Tyvola.  There will be lots of people parking along our streets.  Please consider parking at the Wedgewood Baptist Church, and walk over to our event using the crosswalks at Wedgwood Drive and Tyvola.   

Special attraction this year is a dual giant water slide that finishes off in a dual slip n slide.  This attraction is for all ages.  We will also feature a variety of attractions this year from two amusement companies.   You should find something for all ages to enjoy.  Plan to get wet and stay cool this year.  

Stop by booths from Pinewood Elementary, Gifted Gardeners, Tyvola Senior Center, Scaleybark Library, Sharon UMC Weekday School, Inc and Sharon UMC Church.  

President Doss rented a porta jon today, so we will have one available again this year.   

We still have room for more sponsors this year.  If your business or company is interested in joining in the fun contact us at once at Madison Park HOA to find out how you can become a sponsor of the largest National Night Out event in the Charlotte area. 

Be sure to visit and thank all our sponsors at our event.  When you possibly need their goods and services consider returning their support, by supporting their businesses.   

Matt Magnaco Wedgewood Drive / Seneca Place Update
There is no capital budget and money is drying up since the city council did not pass a capital improvements budget this year.  Hope is not lost however if we show support vocally and with persistence.  The neighborhood will work with CDOT to come up with the most viable options rather it is in the form of a roundabout, narrower lanes, a combination of ideas, or other options.  Matt asked for a motion for a resolution to support from the membership that was motioned, seconded and a vote taken of the members.  The vote was unanimous in favor of this motion to support trying to improve this intersection.
Matt indicated that the board could draft a letter with suggested options, and send to CDOT who would take it from there.

It was recommended that any suggestions made would not involve making flooding from the creek that runs under Wedgewood Dr worse.

A suggestion was made to build up Tyvola Rd since it dips at this intersection from all directions.  Matt indicated that this would be a very expensive option requiring rebuilding of the entire intersection and would not be an option for CDOT.

Matt and Jo Ann Means will work on sketching up options to be presented at a booths located at the HOA Welcome tents on both ends of our NNO event.  We will also provide a petition, which residents can sign at NNO in support of making improvements.   
President Doss indicated that this topic was included in the minutes of our May 2012 meeting that are emailed to approximately 400 residents, and were read last month by an additional 450 through our web site.  This topic has also been included on the discussion page of our web site, but has not generated any comments to date.  We did receive several e-mailed comments in support from residents. 
Animals and Permits

Sharing this as FYI, both issues have been asked of President Doss by residents recently regarding Chickens and Pigeons.  They are allowed with permits.  Animal Controls handles any possible complaints/issues.  311 Codes can handle dilapidated structures related to keeping animals on your premises.  Here is the code on this subject.  Animal control handles the permit process. 
Sec. 3-102. - City permits.[image: image2.png]



(a)

Required. It shall be unlawful for any person to own, keep, have, or maintain any equine animals, cloven-hoofed animals or other livestock or any chickens, turkeys, ducks, guineas, geese, pheasants, pigeons or other domestic fowl in the city without first receiving from the bureau a permit to do so or to continue to have any of such animals or fowl after a permit has been denied. 

This section shall not apply to, and no permit shall be required for, any agricultural operation within G.S. 106-700, which pertains to nuisance liability of agricultural operation, or to any rabbit that is kept exclusively inside its owner's residence. The permit shall be valid for one year from the date of issuance and shall be renewed annually. The annual fee for such permit shall be $40.00 per household. The application shall list all such animals and fowl on the premises. Before a permit is issued an employee of the bureau shall inspect the premises to determine if the keeping of the animals or fowl on the premises will endanger or is likely to endanger the health, safety, peace, quiet, comfort, enjoyment of or otherwise become a public nuisance to nearby residents or occupants or places of business. 

(b)

Denial. When a permit is denied for any reason, the applicant shall be given a written explanation of the reason for denial. 

(c)

Compliance required prior to issuance. An owner or possessor of such animals or fowl shall comply with the following applicable subsections before a permit is issued. Compliance with the following applicable subsections will create a rebuttable presumption that a permit shall be issued. That presumption may only be rebutted by specific findings supported by competent evidence that, despite compliance with the following, the presence of such animals or fowl is still likely to endanger the health, safety, peace, quiet, comfort, enjoyment of or otherwise become a public nuisance to nearby residents or occupants or places of business: 

(1)

Fowl and other specifically identified animals. The keeping of chickens, turkeys, ducks, guineas, geese, pheasants or other domestic fowl or rabbits shall be in compliance with the following: 

a.

Such animals must be confined in a coop, fowl house or rabbit hutch not less than 18 inches in height. The fowl must be kept within the coop or fowl house and the rabbits in the hutch at all times. 

b.

The coop or fowl house must be used for fowl only and the hutch for rabbits only, and both must be well ventilated.

c.

The coop, fowl house or hutch shall have a minimum of four square feet of floor area for each fowl or rabbit.

d.

The run must be well drained so there is no accumulation of moisture.

e.

The coop, fowl house or hutch shall be kept clean, sanitary and free from accumulation of animal excrement and objectionable odors. It shall be cleaned daily, and all droppings and body excretion shall be placed in a flyproof container and double-bagged in plastic bags. 

f.

The coop, fowl house or hutch shall be a minimum of 25 feet from any property line.

g.

No more than 20 such fowl or rabbits shall be kept or maintained per acre. The number of fowl or rabbits should be proportionate to the acreage. 

(2)

Pigeons. Pigeons, while allowed to fly to and from the premises, must be provided with adequate space on the premises, and sanitary conditions must be maintained. 

(3)

Cloven-hoofed animals. The keeping of cloven-hoofed animals, equines and other livestock shall be in compliance with the following: 

a.

Such animals must be provided with adequate shelter to protect them from the elements.

b.

The shelter shall be kept clean, sanitary and free from accumulations of animal excrement and objectionable odors.

c.

The shelters for cows and other large livestock, which are covered by the zoning ordinance in appendix A to this Code, shall be kept at a minimum of 75 feet from any property line. The shelters for goats and other small livestock shall be kept at a minimum of 25 feet from any property line. 

d.

Each cow or other large livestock, excluding equines, shall have a minimum pasture area of two acres. Each goat, sheep or other small livestock shall have a minimum pasture area of one-fourth acre. 

(4)

Slaughter. Any slaughter of any livestock or poultry not regulated by state law or otherwise forbidden or regulated shall be done only in a humane and sanitary manner and shall not be done open to the view of any public area or adjacent property owned by another. 

(5)

Annexation. An owner or possessor of animals on property that is newly annexed has 90 days from the date of annexation to bring the property into compliance and to have obtained permits required by this section. 

(6)

Exceptions. A permit shall not be required for animals of any kind if the animals are kept by a governmental authority or other appropriately certified and recognized academic institution, museum, raptor center, etc. 

(d)

Revocation. The bureau may revoke any permit: 

(1)

When the permit has been mistakenly issued without compliance with this section;

(2)

When the applicant has submitted false information;

(3)

For a violation of any of the sections of this chapter;

(4)

When, in the opinion of the bureau manager, the health, safety or welfare of any person or property is menaced by the keeping of such animals; or 

(5)

When the animals become a nuisance.

If a permit is revoked, the applicant shall be given a written explanation of the reasons for the revocation. Upon the determination of a violation of this section, and if the violation pertains to a correctable condition on the property, the owner shall have 30 days in which to bring the property or condition into compliance with this chapter 

(Code 1985, § 3-37; Ord. No. 2840, § 4, 12-13-2004) 

Here is some info on cats and dogs.  Residents are allowed only 3 of a combination if kept outside frequently.

Sec. 3-103. - Permit for three or more dogs or cats kept outside.[image: image3]
(a)

It shall be unlawful for any person to own, to keep custody of or to take care of three or more dogs or cats or any combination of three dogs and cats or more, four months or older, which are frequently outside on the premises, unless the person has a special permit issued by the animal control bureau. 

(b)

If a person has three or more dogs or cats frequently outside on the premises, the bureau manager or his designee must make the following five findings in order to issue a special permit: 

(1)

Noise from the dogs or cats will not interfere with an abutting occupant's use and peaceful enjoyment of the property.

(2)

Any odor or unsanitary conditions caused by the dogs or cats will not interfere with an abutting occupant's use and peaceful enjoyment of the property. 

(3)

Three or more dog runs or other dog-related structures or any combination thereof shall not be permitted if the structures can be seen from an abutting occupant's property in a residentially zoned district. 

(4)

There is no evidence that the dogs or cats pose any health problem or disease exposure for abutting occupants.

(5)

The dogs or cats do not interfere in some other similar manner with the peaceful use and enjoyment of abutting property.

If the bureau manager or his designee denies a person a special permit, the bureau manager or his designee must state the reasons for the denial in writing. If the bureau manager or his designee has any recommendations or conditions that would enable the person to be in compliance with the standards, the bureau manager or his designee must state those recommendations or conditions in writing. The bureau manager or his designee is authorized to issue a special permit with specific conditions attached to the permit. The bureau manager or his designee shall have the authority to charge a reasonable administrative fee for the necessary review and issuance of the permit. 

(c)

The fee for a permit shall be $40.00 and the permit shall remain valid as long as the person is in compliance with the terms and conditions, if any, of the permit. If any of the circumstances change, such as, but not limited to, more animals, different breed for a particular dog, new structures or other such similar change that might reasonably violate the five standards set forth in subsection (b) of this section, the permit shall automatically terminate and be null and void. The person must secure a new permit, or the person shall be in violation of this section. 

(d)

The bureau manager or his designee shall have the authority to revoke the permit at any time if there is a violation of the standards stated in subsection (b), for a violation of any term or condition of the permit if there has been any misrepresentation, or for any other similar reason. The bureau manager or his designee shall state in writing the basis of the revocation. 

(Ord. No. 2840, § 5, 12-13-2004) 

Editor's note— 
Ord. No. 2840, § 5, adopted December 13, 2004, amended § 3-103 in its entirety to read as herein set out. Formerly, § 3-103 pertained to permits for four or more dogs or cats kept outside and derived from the Code of 1985, § 3-39. 

Access to America Dialogue Series – June 27 on Affordable Housing

President Doss attended the Affordable Housing Dialogue Series at University of North Carolina at Charlotte, NC at the McKnight Lecture Hall Cone University Center.

Information was discussed and shared on the housing needs in the Charlotte Market / Region, and what might be done to help.  A large portion of the homeless are veterans, and this is expected to go up as troops return home from war.   We also have thousands of children estimated at around 5000 that don’t know where they are going to sleep at night in the Charlotte area.     It was stated that saving a family from foreclosure was important to stabilizing our neighborhoods, because 1 foreclosure in your immediate area cost our homes value a hit of $5000 to $10,000.    The series was part of the Charlotte in 2012 Convention Host Committee, and was the second installation of the Access to America Dialogue Series that featured the Honorable Shaun Donovan, and was moderated by Professor Charles Ogletree, the Director of the Charles Hamilton Houston Institute for Race and Justice at Harvard University Law School. The goals of the Dialogue Series are to convene academic, policy, and civic leaders to discuss current challenges that Charlotte, the region, and our nation faces, and to produce tangible action items that citizens can advocate for and policy makers can apply to strengthen urban communities moving forward. The subject of this dialogue was on strengthening neighborhoods and making affordable housing more possible.
President Doss said he was glad he attended the series.  He actually went at the request his church, but found many familiar faces from Charlotte Neighbors. 

Treasurer’s Report

President Martin Doss provided the treasurer’s report for Cheryl Furr, Treasurer, whose mother passed away this past month. Please keep Cheryl and her mother in your thoughts and prayers.  Checking account balance as of today is $4,323.89. Additionally, $1,253.80 remains in the CDOT Funds. We still have about $1250.00 in NNO sponsorship funds outstanding. 
Membership:
To those of you (92 Paid Households) who have already paid your 2012 dues–Thank You!
For 2013, we have 10 Paid Households. 

2012 dues are now due. 
If you have not yet paid your $20, you can send a check to: 
Madison Park HOA 
PO BOX 242432 
Charlotte, NC 28224   Paid membership entitles you to one free neighborhood T-shirt. 

You can also visit our web site and pay online through Pay Pal.  http://www.neighborhoodlink.com/Madison_Park
OPEN DISCUSSION / ISSUES / CONCERNS

A neighbor of a home on Farmbrook expressed concern about the condition of a rental house on Farmbrook prior to the meeting.  Marty indicated that an inspection could be initiated by the rental tenant by calling 311.  That is the easiest method if there are major issues of a home you rent.    This would start the process rolling. 
Also 5 adults 18 or older can sign a petition that will initiate an inspection.  See link below.  The petition process simply states that you believe there are violations.   Only the inspector would be able to confirm any violations.   If you have details include them if you go that route, and that should help get the process rolling.    

http://charmeck.org/city/charlotte/nbs/CodeEnforcement/Documents/PropertyInspectionPetition.pdf
Or it can be done by field observation from an inspector.  Normally that would involve the inspector, or a government department being able to see issues from the street that was bad enough to warrant an inspection.   Examples might be a house with a really bad roof, rotten wood or broken windows that any driver might see on their own.  

 
New Members/First Time Attendees – Tonight we had one new attendee.  We welcome all new attendees. 
Adjournment 8:23 PM









